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Toby makes his choice

Toby, a 3-month-old puppy Rat Terrier
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Zen Gardens

5620 Moncton St chhmond B C.
Telephone: 604-271-7724
URL: http://members.shaw.

ca/zengardens/index.html
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South Surrey B. c
Telephone: 604-536-9220
URL: www.japanbonsai.com
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(Zen Gardens; From the
prewons page)
Kawasaki-san counters,
“Well, I'm not really very in-
terested in commercial proj-
ects, but if an interesting one
shows up, we'll do it!” |
Dorothy laughs, “You can
see he’s more artistically mind-
ed! But the truth is, his gardens
are very authentic. And we like
todo everything by hand, mini-
mizing the use of machinery.”
 Kawasaki-san talks about
“Saku Tei Ki”, an old book that
contains all the essential princi-
;jlcs of Japanese landscaping.
“’I“"he climate here is differ-—

als at hand are a bIt dlfferent
he remarks. “We have to ensure
that the garden fits in with the
natural beauty of its surround-
ings.”

“You could call it a Japanese-
influenced Pacific northwest
gard on,” Dorothy quips.

The couple have a helper to
work on their projects, but they
don’t intend to grow beyond
three people.

- “If we get too big, then there
will be nothing for me to do,”
explains Kawasaki-san. “For
the same reason, we usually

des;gn, not the actual landscap-
mng.

“I want to get my hands dirty
and do the landscaping my-
selfl”

Japan Bonsai

. “Imagiiie a 20-year oId tree, a
stmng"branches and thxck with
fehage Now imagine that is
only a foot high, and fits in a
small pot, on a tabletop.

That’s bonsai, the Japanese
art of miniature trees, and the
ge of some of these trees can
run into several decades or, in
rare cases, even centuries.

The largest bonsai nursery in
North America is Japan Bon-

ohy (ieﬂ‘nd Yoshihiro Kawasaki of Zen Gardens

sai, right here in White Rock,
stretching over ten acres.

- Japan Bonsai undertakes
retail and wholesale sales of
plants, tools, pots, and all kinds
of bonsai-related merchandise.

“Most of our wholesale
plants go to the United States,”
notes president Takaaki Yam-
aura, “but we do ship weekly
to Calgary, Edmonton, Regina
and Toronto as well.”

Yamaura-san recalls thatbon-
sal was practically unknown
when he started 35 years ago,
and it really only took off when
it was featured in the Karate
Kid movie.

Japan Bonsai ac’aveiyteaches
bonsai at gardening clubs such
as the BC Bonsai Society and
the Wakayama Bonsai Club
(which is looking for members,
and they need not come from
Wakayama prefecture!).

Yamaura-san invests effort
in educational activities to pro-
mote bonsai, because there is
clearly a demand these days
on the part of busy people, par-
ticularly professionals, who are
constantly seeking ways of get-
ting in touch with nature.

“In Japan, the world of bon-

sal is very different,” he ex-
plains. “There is a clear delin=
eation between professionals
and amateurs.

“People have the attitude that
it is a difficult and expensive
hobby, and tend to think of it as
a senior citizen’s pastime.

“Here, on the other hand,
people are more relaxed about
it, and everyone can partici-
pate, starting with jast ten or
twenty dollars.”

Ashy’s Japan Landscaping

- Tsutomu Ashizawa first came
to Canada i 1992 on a work-
ing holiday visa, and that’s

when he started his career as a

professional gardener.

Upon returning to Japan, he
continued working as a garden-
er in Nagasaki and subsequent-
ly returned to Canada, setting
up Ashy’s Japan Landscapmg
four years ago.

_ Eighty percent of his buss-

s is garden maintenance and
after-care, with twenty percent
being landsca;:mg

“My work involves not
just lawn mowing, but annual

maintenance, pruning of trees
and shrubs, laying down turf
and so on,” he explains.

It hasn’t always been easy.
He recalls an embarrassing
incident where, owing to poor
communication, he praned a
Canadian customer’s pine tree
in the Japanese way, and the
customer was not amused! '
a good J:eputauou beqauss we
provide good service, clean up
propcrly after Uurselves, and
keep to our estimated time,”
says Ashizawa-san. “We cost a
little bit more, buf the quahty
is good.”

Thera are. abcut 80 members
soclatmn They hold monthiy
workshops to improve _g!g_mr
skills. :

Ashizawa-san’s strength is
that he considers the seasonal
nature of a garden. Some gar-
deners fail to pay attention to
the individual characteristics
of each plant.

“For example ” he says,

“with a Japanese maple, the
form taken by the branches is
important. You can’t just go at
it with a chainsaw.” %
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