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Takaaki Yamaura with a magnificent bonsai

eeds

Zen Gardens

Let’s say you’ve been land-
scaping Japanese- gardens. for
many Years,' -and one day, a
customer says to you, “I need
this: rock to be included in the
design of my vgairden. Ithas a
special meaning for me and my

focus on plants and gardens: .

of success

family.”

Now this is all well and good,
except that whatever you try,
the rock just doesn’t seem to fit
in a Japanese-style garden!

This is one of the challenges
faced by Yoshihiro Kawasaki
and his Montreal-bormn wife
Dorothy, co-owners of Zen
Gardens in Steveston.

Before moving to British
Columbia with Dorothy from
Japan in 1997, Kawasaki-san
had already been doing land-
scaping in Kyoto.

Zen Gardens counts among
its customers mostly Canadi-
ans, not Japanese people, and
the work is mostly private resi-
dences. Dorothy says, “We’re
thinking of taking on commer :
cial work as well, such as res:
taurants.” i

(Continues on the next page)
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{(Zen Gardens; From the
previous page)
Kawasaki-san counters,
“Well, I'm not really very in-
terested in commercial pron
ects, but if an interesting one
shows up, we’ll do it!” '
‘Dorothy laughs, “You can
see he’s more artistically mmd—
ed! But the truth is, his gardens
are very authentic. And we like
to do everything by hand, mini.
mizing the use of machinery;?,
Kawasaki-san talks about
“Saku Tei Ki”, an old book tha
contains all the essential princ
ples of Japanese landscaping.
“The climate here is differ-
ent fromn Japan, and the materi-
als at hand are a bit different,”
he remarks. “We have to ensure
that the garden fits in with the
natural beauty of its surround
ings.”
“Youcould callitaJ apanese«-

sai IS very chﬁerent,” he
plams *There is a‘clear de

influenced - Pacific northwest
garden,” Dorothy quips. ,

‘The couple have a helper to
work-on their projects, but they
don’t“intend to grow beyond
three people.

“If we get too big, then there
will be nothing for me to do,”
explains Kawasaki-san. “For
the same reason, we usually
turn down requests for onk
design, not the actual landscap
ing; :

“I want to get my hands dn'ty
and- do- the landscapmg my—
self!” :

sai, right here in. White:Ro
stretching over ten acres. -
- Japan - Bonsai. undertal
retail and wholesale: sales of
plants, tools, pots, and all kinds
of bonsai-related merchandi
“Most of our wholesale
plants go to the United States,”’
notes president  Takaaki Yarh
aura, “but we do ship wee
to Calgary, Edmonton; Reg
and Toronto as well.”"
Yamaura-san recalls that bon=
sai was practically unknown
when he started 35 years ago;
and it really only took off when
it 'was featured in the Kar
Kid movie.
JapanBonsaiactively teac
bonsai at gardening clubs such .
as the BC Bonsai Society and
the Wakayama Bonsai Club
(which is looking for memb
and they need not come fron
Wakayama prefecturel). -
Yamaura-san invests ° eff
in educational activities to pro~
mote bonsai, because. there is
clearly a demand these- days
on the part of busy péople; p
ticularly professionals, wh
constantly seeking ways of g
ting in touch with natare:-
" “InJapan, the world of bon=

and.-amateurs: ‘
“People have the attitud 8

hobby, and tend to think of it |
a senior citizen’s pastime.

“Here, on the other .hand,
people are more relaxed abdut
it, and eVeryone can parttcx-
pate,. starting with Just ten or
twenty dollars.” - :

Ashy’s Japan Landscaping

;~“Tsutomu Ashizawa first ca
to Canada in 1992 on a wo
ing holiday visa,’ and th
when he started his career a
professxonal gardener. ,

Upon returning'to Japan,. h
continued working as a garden-
er in Nagasaki and subsequent-
ly returned to Canada, settmg
up Ashy’s Japan Landscap'
four years ago. .

E;ghty percent of hlS bt
ness is garden maintenarice
afte“ care, thh twenty percent

Japan Bonsai

Imagine a 20-year old tree; a
beantiful, sweeping pine, Wlth
strong branches, and thick with
foliage. Now imagine that’is
only a foot high, and fits in’a
small pot, on a tabletop.

That’s bonsai, the Japanese
art of miniature trees, and the
age-of some of these trees can
run'into several decades or,
rare ¢ases; even centuries.

The largest bonsai nursery
North America is Japan Bon:

“My work ' involves - not
just lawn mowing; but annal

in the Japanese Gardeners’

form taken by the branches is
important. You can’t just go:
it with a chainsaw.” &~

maintenance, pruning ofitr

and shrubs, laying -down
and so-on,” he explains.
1t ‘hasn’t always. been e
He: recalls an embarrass
incident where, owing to poor
communication, he pruned a
Canadian customer’s pine tree
in the Japanese way, and the
customer was not.amused! -
“Japanese gardeners . have
a good reputation because we
prowde good service, clean up
properly: after ourselves, and
keep to our estimated time,”
says Ashlzawa-san “We cost a
little bit more, but the quahty
is good.”
There are about 80 members

sociation. They hold moni
workshops  to improve the
skills. :
Ashizawa-san’s strength is
that he considers the seasonal
nature of a garden. Some gai-
deners fail to pay attention:to

the individual charactensncs
of each plant.

“For example,” -he says,
“with a Japanese maple, the




